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Dr. Dover our Countryman, and Bel. 
loſte a Foreigner, and by chew ee 
by extolled, have reached the Publick's" 

Notice, and gain d their Approbation - 
in ſo high a Degree, that perhaps ten 

- thouſand People have of late daily talen 
it crude; of theſegreat Numbers 7 ” 
ore miſerable are become happy; 

. —_ have been ſo hardy 4 . F 

Uſe of it to outlive their Doctors Sen- 3 

Fence af Death, and perhaps the Doflor | 
Hhimſelf. This general Uſe of what was- 

before ſubidl Fruit raiſes the Fea 
« W louſy of thoſe who would always bel 

: it up among their Arcana : Some body 8 

therefore muſt be employ d with the Au. 
 Thoritative. Character of a Doktor to 

mo A 2 a To } 
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” PREFA C Ei 
pfeale and terrify the World; avid” 
_ , gravely in Learned Harangues to con- 
diem it as an injurjous Praftice, ſuch 
——2 755 prove 4 them perhaps, bur not 


The 2 of a Treatiſe on — 
it the-firft Champion ſending forth his 
 Menaces: Er may 'probably be ſur- 
priſad, and not well pleaſed to find fo 
unequal an Antagoniſt, not one of the 
Fuculty, but 4 — Patient, and | 
lool down with great Contempt upon 
theſe very looſe and n Remarks | 
on hic Book. 

But the Sai being Mercury, as 
wonderful i in its Nature, as in the man- 
ner of its operating in humane Bodies, 
of which tis impoſſible to give a certain 
account,” Doctors or no Dottors are 
alike, unequal to ſuch an Attempt; 
and a every one ho is not blind diſ- 
tinguiſter between Light and Darkneſs, 
wit hour being able to deſeribe that 
Poder, he finds in wy ſo may I 
or g one 8 _—_ * Phy- 
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uber are the oſuct eb, of Medi 
cines that have been often gi ; 
are therefore alike imitled 10 e Ca- 
ſes, and to make rea ſonable tho not 
learned Obſervations © upon them; to 
uhich part of bis Treatiſe, it may be . 
thought by many, T ſhould have con d 
myſelf, and not have followed him into 
the abſtruſe ſcrentifical Part, 4 Tack 1 

muſt own unequal to my. Abilities. © 

But r of any other Ad do- 
Cate in this Cauſe, and thinking it very 
neceſſary, I have endeavourd to . 
wualen bis Reader's Attention, and' to 
point out ſome Places where, with- 
that ſort of Learning peculiar to the 
Faculty and little ren, by others, 
he frames imaginary Theories, at beſt 
ingenious aſe and from thence rea- 
ſons them into Con ſequences ſuited to 
bis Purpoſes, not binding himſelf to bis 
declared  SubjefF crude Mercury, bur 
promiſcuonſly treating of the bad Effects 
15 all its W BY ſuch 4 "= 5 
E 


5 Rö 
thod he plainly diſcovers his Intention! 
ef reſtraining People, not as he ſays in 
the Title and Concluſion, from an indiſ 
from the Uſe of it in any Caſe what-' 
ever; frequently calling in to his Aſ- 
fiſtance the Fears of Mankind, which + 
apon ſuch Occafions are commonly too 
prevalent for Reaſon ; and by this we. 


| fee there is a Craft in Phyfick as well. © © 


as other Trades; the. ſhewing of this. 
was the chief Intent of my Work, and 
therefore could not well be omitted. The 
ankilful Manner of executing it ill 
convince the Readers that I am mo- 


Doctor, and they will eaſily perceive, if 
any thing ſhould Took that way, that 
it is but a random Collection gather d 
from my frequent Converſations with. 
Gentlemen of this Profeſſion. I may 
ſafely ſay after him, that I haue no- 
thing in View more than the public 
Good, for I am quite clear of the Im- 
putat ion, that may ſtick to a Phyſician 
iu ſuch an Affair, either from the fear 
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PREFACE. 


ef hafen Praftice, or from an Pads: 
| wour to get it. N ot hing could carry 
me ſo far out fps but a very 
frong Notion of an incumbent Duty up- 
on me to-make the only grateful e | 
in my Power to Providence, by endea- 
vouring to lead as many others as'T 
can into the ſame Courſe of being made 
happy ; and this vill, I hope, ms me 
1 favourable Indulgene. 

I cannot conclude. this introdeBlory 
Diſeiarſs wit hout beſlowing a Remark 
upon a very extraordinary Paragraph. 
or two in the Preface to the Treatiſe 
now under Conſideration; where it it 
faid that Braſſavolus, Matthiolus, A- 
matus Luſitanus, Hartmannus, cum 
multis aliis ending in W. all eſe efsd 
Advocates for crude Mercury, were 
told enough to ma it to be gi- 
den a Scruple at 4 time, but with 
ſeveral Reſtrittions; this introduces the 
Author's Admiration of Dr. Dover's 
Pre ſumption in recommending it in va- 

rious Complaints, | without ad Limita- 


tion, 
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buying a Parcel of 


PREFACE. : 

"$501, [and for ſaying be eter now i 
do any harm. | 
. Hz has no Authority from the Doffor, 
20. ſay without any Limitation. Now 
1 


; which 3 is moſt rea lend 


— 


To 1 4 a miſerable: State would 
this Author reduce the Praftice of Phy-- 
Experienze tis but © 
old Authors, and 
with ſuch Furniture at Home, with 


grave Looks, ſome conmion Place Far. 
gen, and a great Peruke to hide an 
empty Head abroad, 


procurmy at thi 
Commiſſion to kill 


time a 4 
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as — HE Faculty may, as apy as 
*#z the Publick, be compared to a 
great Body with many Heads, 
© where the ſudden violent E- 
motion of the one raiſes the 
Attention of all the reſt; they immediate- 
I ſtare chat Way, and ſnarle at the ſame 
ne” | 

This has Pen vorige in every Age, 
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| The Author of any new Light muſt be 
will bring forth "Truth, and expoſe Er- 


and of him; and their being 
to give way to a ſenſible C 
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when ſomething Was prepared for the. 


which is.now inſerted in the x: 


Shame of their Predeceffors to hemſelyes, 5 


e and Cenſures the antient Phyſician 
-for * crude * ub- 


1 


lick Good, Bann ce common beaten Pack. 


immediately decry d, and its time alone 


rh 
Witneſs firſt Dr. Harvey's famous Diſ- 
covery; his Brethren's Treatment of it, 
at laſt forc'd 

viction. 
Then the infamous Combination againſt 
the Bark upon its firſt gaining Credit, 


Prefs to deter People from the Uſe of it; 
and the-whole College upon Debate, (Dr. 
Sydenham, Dr. Moreton, and only four o- 
thers excepted,) were for "declaring it 2 
deleterious Medicine. And its great Ef- 
2 Aince proved in 4 very extenſive 
e. = 
Another Inftance, their — i 
Member of the College about 
ſix Years..ago, for preſcribing a R 


and Apothecaries iſhable, 4 their 
Shops be not 8 


After all this, I ay, will y take the 
by appearing in the ſame Temper of 
Mind, and perſecuting with their Re- 


es 8 


. 

W its wonderful Virtues. What will 

World think of them, for thus 
. rying a Medicine which Kis effected 
hundreds of Cures within theſe two Years, 
hrs than all the other Drugs put toge 

. 

Diana of che Epbefians will occur to 
our Minds. The Author in his intro- 
| dychary Part ſeems to hint, that tis meer- 
4 Compliance with a new Faſhion 
- People take Mercury, and wonders 
that ſo 2 a Conſideration ſhould pre- 
vail in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence. 
He cannot ſurely be ſerious; I believe, 
hw would tell him, that tired in a long 


vain Search for Eaſe, from the Skil- 


ful in the Materia Medica, and finding 
their moſt ſanguine Hopes eternally de- 
luded, and themſelves abandon'd to their 
hard Fate, they could not be ſo weak, 
as to be terrify d with that puſillanimous 
old Maxim quoted by him, What can do 
much good, may alſo de much harm; but 
ſought the Good without dreading the 
Miſchiefs, which by this Maxim are un- 
| known and dubious. | 
The two other Inducements, that of 

its being an eaſy Remedy, and the Suc- 
ceſs others have found from it, tho by 

him treated as ſlight ones, are ſufficiently 


ſtrong, to lead a reaſonable Perſon into a 
. Trial; 7 


4 
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Trial; even 6p firſt will NW ſome 
Conſidgration, when Quickſilver ſhall be 
compared with the nauſeous Drenches of 
rank Oils, Oxymel Scill. and Aſa fæti- 
da, which NT the Patients extremely 
offenſive to their Friends and 1 ; 
but the other, I think, is the ſtrongeſt 
that can be urged. What better Rule can 
the Phyſicians themſelves follow in their 
Practice? One Doctor in my Opinion ex- 
celli 5 another 9 by the ſuperior Num- 
well obſerved Precedents he has 
18 his Guide. The ſuffering Patient muſt 
be deſtitute of his Senſe of Feeling, or 
Underſtanding, or Spirit, Who wil not 
ſeek Relief in an eaſy Method wherein 
others before him ders found 1 N 
le doubes, not Hi Readers ns fo be con- 


this Mineral F lid 3 Wong 2 . 
hurtful i in the nervous Syſtem, His Rea- 
ſons, and the Truth o this Affirmation, 
will have the faireſt Trial by Experience | 
from Caſes. that have or ma OCCur ; no 
Suppoſititious ones, or Gueſſes under the 
Character of Rationales will be admitted 
as Evidence; and in conſidering the Ca- 
ſes he has Quoted, and what may be l 
duc 


= abs * 
. 
duced in Op! poſition to te, this Part 
: will be. reph d to. But Bere 4 it will nöt 
be improper to remark à little upon His 
Aſſertion, that the good and bad Quali- 
ties of NY, have been ſufficiently diſ- 
covered by Experience, and by the Fire. 

Have the Ages before us, and the pre 
ſent been ſo very Ii ſi cceBful in their cu 
rious Reſearches into the Myſteries of 
Nature, as to leave nothing for Poſterity 
to do; but to qualify | themſelves to 1 
their Labours, and implicitly to Ne, 
in the ways traced out to them. 

I may, and do allow him that the pre- 
ſent ſet of practiſing Phyſicians of cis a 
Town are as learned, and as judicious as- | 

any in all Europe, and the other three 

Parts of "tle Globe too, if he pleaſes; and 

et the Phyficians preyious to the time of 
Pr. Hande ey, I dare ſay, thought as high- 
ly of their own Abilities as the preſent; 
tho' the! were grovelling 3 in the dark, and 
miſerablz ignorant in that eſſential Part 
of their Science, the Blood's Motion; and 
how that uſeful Diſcovery, and its Au- 
thor was treated is well known; the Mon- 
ſer's many Heads fared and ſnarled. 

This one Example ſhould be 4 Cure 
for Self- ſufficiency, and make even all 
the Learned and Ingenious think, that 
many more good Qualities are Rill dic. 

| covered 
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covered in this myſterious Metal. owt 
beneficial Diſcovery has been oc Nr re 
that it cures various Sorts of 83 
before this, tis plain, ſomething was un- 
known to the Generality at leaſt; for, 
| whoever preſcrib'd it in that Caſe before. 
Dr. Dover? and I fear, too few will ſub- | 
mit to follow his Example. 

The want of Knowledge in 1 * 
cious Remedy, is very conſpicuous from 
che Practice of thoſe antiquated Authors 

he quotes, and much more ſo, if nothing 
worle, in a very late Inſtance; a Gentle- 
man, in Vogue undoubtedly equal if not 
ſuperior to all his 3 declared. to- 


his Patient long li 24 his me- 
thodical Practice, 0 obſerve it 
well in a nervous (las — of 
crude Mercury, A he propos d for 


his Doctor's Approbation, — be e- 
qually raſh as ſhooting himſelf thro the 
Head. The Patient parted with his Doc-. 
tor, took crude Mercury, and was ſoon.. 
; w_ Kr mentions here. as an Inſtance. 
Only ot the V irtues ecrcury being | 
ſufficiently found out; farther har 
be taken of it among the Caſes, if the. 
Gentleman, who. is conſiderable i in 
Figure and dee l . it to be 

n . 185 
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Frame, and 
ſhews, that it 3 — — and poi- 
ſonous Effects; Poiſonous was added, I 


171 


The Socher on bis rſt Drilon upon 
the Nature of Mercury, amuſes the Pub- 
lick with an ingenious Efſay. And tho T 
rofeſs J don't underftand it, I ſhould 

have thank d him for the Entertainment, 
had he not artfully thrown in, that the 
"Sulphur, one of its conſtituent Parts, ren- 
T it highly * judicial to the Humane 
perienee ſufficiently 


preſume, for che Contemplation of ſuch 
"Readers, if there be any ſuch, Who do 


not know Arſenic to be a Poiſon. 


_ 3 Effects are no ways 3 in 
e preſent Diſpute; to rt his Poſi- 
i he flies bs thoſe. Ae dach the 
Fumes of it when over the Fire, or in 
great abundance working in a confined 
Air in the Mines. If he really thinks, or 
others after him, that erude Mercury in 


its natural State is poiſonous, let him and 


his Converts read E Dr. Mead's Treatiſe on 


ror. . 
—.—1* 155 not mean * G8 Refiwince to 
: have it thought, that an abſolute Credit 
is always to be given to Phyſicians de- 
clared Opinions, whether in print, or in 
extempore Preſcriptions, as their real ones. 
Ingenious Men are often ried down 0 
| Rules 


„„ 
Rules in Practice and Writing, in many 
Inſtances too arbitrary for publick Utili- 
ty. Wherefore I cannot be ſure, that the 
Author I am no peruſing, may A: 
a Swallower of crude Mercury himſelf, 


own Uſe prefer Acids. And in 
ticle I cannor follow him any farth: 
but tell him only, that 48 he ſays 1 8 - 
Chymiſts know not what to make of it. 
J may reaſonably ſuppoſe he SNOWs 4 


lowing Story, ſend him back to his Stu- 
dy. A Tutor in one of the l | 


Alkalis to their Patients, ie for thr 
a 


reading over to his Pupils ſome o 


_clid's Problems and Solutions, made pro- 


4 


per Pauſes, and ask d them if they under- 


ception, and told them he did not then 


4 


| His 


and that others, among them, who ſend 


[ 9 1 

- His next Attempt,” that of accounting 
ior the manner of Mercury operating in 
humane Bodies, well deſerves that Exor- 
dium, hoc Opus, hic Labor; how well he 
has ſucceeded muſt be determined by the 
Learned; I as one of the Illiterate ſhould 
have been glad: that he would firſt have 
explain'd ſomething of more common 
Practice, and therefore ſuppoſed to be 
better known, to have been told the re- 
gular Courſe of a Purge in humane Bo- 
dies, or how certain Medicines excite a 
Sweat, otherwiſe than by conſtant Ex- 
perience of ſuch their Effects: Till that 
is done, may it not with equal ' Reaſon 
be ſaid in a ener, Stile, that chey 
\are ſent at random into the Body, there 
to do what Execution Chance ſhall di- 
rect them? Were all Caſes to be 'impar- 


tially examined, it would certainly be 


found, that the black Catalogue of Evils, 
which by Wholeſale he imputes to Mer- 
cury, might with more juſtice be charged 
upon other Medicines: wrong applied; 
which has often happened, and I believe 
never in the Caſe of crude Mercury, as 
in his Practice he ' muſt have obſerved. 
vaſtly different Operations of Mercury 
in its various Preparatians, and Manners 
of giving it: A due Diſtinction in a 
be ns of this Nature ſhould have been 
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accurately made, if he intended it for 
Inſtruction; for want of which I am- at 
a loſs to know, when it is he is talking 
of crude Mercury, and when of that 
prepared by Fire; and when tis of 
Crude, whether he means that given by 
Unction, or by the Mouth; and when tis 
given by the Mouth, whether he means 
it in its natural State, or broke in 2 
Mortar with other Pouders. | 

I preſume, by his Declaration gast 
its being taken in its natural State and 
by the e that he may have dealt 
in it altogether, either prepared or by 
Un&tion : As ſuch a Practitioner he may . 
think bimſelf Jen to give a Ratio-—- 
nals or Gueſs, how in that manner ap- 
plied it ſhall operate ſo variouſly; as 
when a Salivation is intended, it ſhall 
ſometimes have its deſired Effect by 
Urine, ſometimes by violent Sweatings, 
and ſometimes effectuate the Cure with- 
out any viſible Operation at all: So won- 
derful i is this Phenonemon, that there is 
no way of accounting for the Author's 
ſeeming Attempt to explain it, but on 
this Suppoſition, that he takes this 
Maſq ue the better to cover his artful 
Deſign of robbing the World of: its good 
58 


The 
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The Author next ſays, that cfude 
Mercury i in the preſent Method of tak- 
ing it, has ſalivated ſome few Patients; 
-which I own to be Fact, and ſay it is 
the worſt Conſequence that can attend it; 
ſuch. Salivations have been always found 
very light ones, of a few Days Conti- 
nuance only, inſomuch that ſome of the 


Patients have been kept in Ignorance of 


their Caſe; why then is it ſer forth in 
ſome part of his Book as threatning Fa- 
ality? Theſe Terrors are perpetually 
kept in view, and plainly point out the 
ſole drifts of the Writer. The Conſe- 
% ce he draws from theſe Salivations 
is, that it goes into the Blood; but in 
what manner you may fee in Page 19, 
how difficult he finds it to explain, and 
Has recourſe to the Salts in the Juices 
in the Stomach, the natural Heat of, the 
Body, the Periftaltick Motion, Ge. 


which, it ſeems, diſſolve the Mercury, and 


ſo qualify it for entering into the Lac- 
teals: This Theory, he thinks, proved 7 
a common Experiment, becauſe Merc 
will not run in humane Spittle, whi 
he further thinks to be e by 
the Salts having deprived it of its Sphe- 
ricity: Can he be ſure his Theory 1 is well 
ps Weng CM 
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Hie has led me indeed out of my 
depth; but however I will venture to ſay, 
that Spittle is clammy; and put Mercury 
into any thing elſe that is ſo, he 
will, I believe, end juſt the ſame Effect. 
But this of its entering into the Blood 
was mentioned by me only, in order to 
introduce and to connect another part, 
Page 24, where he threatens moſt diſ- 
mal Effects from its remaining in the 
Body, and makes the ſame Salts in the 
Juices the Executioners of his Vengeance; 
which as they have qualified the Parti- 
cles of the Mercury to enter into the 
Lacteals, ſo theſe ſame Particles thus 
qualified may, in the proceſs of circu- 
lating, attract ſuch a Number of Spicula 
as to become at laſt of a corroſive Na- 
ture, and being grown too bulky to paſs 
thro the Capillary Veſſels, may cauſe 
Obſtructions; and from thence enſues a 
long liſt of Diſorders and Death. To 
this it may eaſily be anſwered, that if 
Mercury ſurmounts all Difficulties, and 
gains a Paſſage as it is a Fluid, which 
will paſs where no other can, it may 
and undoubtedly does, without any dif- 
ficulty, follow the courſe of the Juices, 
and finds its Exit as they do thro the 
Pores; for his Threats of its remaining, I 
mean when ſwallowed crude, we have 


ati I nothing 
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nothing but his fine ſpun. Cobweb The- 

ory; and for its paſſing, daily Experi- 
ence without one Exception. If a Per- 
ſon dies in this Regimen, or even ſome 
reaſonable time after, with Mercury in 
him, that is no juſt Exception, unleſs it 
be proved that it ſtopped the Paſſages, 


and killed him; for in dead Bodies, where 
there is no Current, even Mercury cannot 


circulate. 


In Page 24, He ſuppoſes no Difference 
between the Particles of Mercury enter- 


ing by the Lungs, or by the prime ve, 


unleſs in reſpe& to the Quantity : The 


Difference however by his own Account 


muſt be great; becauſe in Page 23, he 
ſuppoſes what enters by the Lungs will 
ſuffocate by an Aſthma, and in other 


places he allows, with all the reſt of the 


Doctors, that by the prime wie it cures 


an Aſthma, confining the Service of it to 
this one Complaint alone. | 
The different Methods of conveying 
crude Mercury into the Blood have va- 


rious Effects; we all know by Experience, 


not by Reaſon, that when thrown in by 


Union it always raiſes a Salivation, or 
very rarely miſſes, and that ſwallowed by 
the Mouth it as ſeldom has that Effect; 
and where it has happened, it has been in 
extreme weak Habits. How will he ac- 
6 0 count 
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eount for this? Bellofte has made an 
Attempt that way, and another pretty 
one upon its circulating in the Blood; 
but ſurely Nationales are no more than 
Gueſſes: And does Dr. Dover, for not 
amuſing himſelf and Readers with fuch 


e, deſerve ſo ſevere a Treatment a - 


1s given him in Page 40 ? 

He allows that the Gentleman at E 
ſom was cured of an Aſthma, and that 
e others have been relieved in that 
Complaint; and or giving us a Theory 
of an Aſthma, from thence ſuppoſes the 
Action of the Mercury to be very vigo- 
rous ; and from that Suppoſition dreads 
the Conſequence that might attend ſuch 
an Action exerted in the very ſmall 
Veſſels of the Brain, &c, and then con- 
cludes that this good Effect in Aſthma's 


is owing to Chance, which I know no 


one in his Senſes would run, when ſuch 

great Evils might poſſibly happen. | 
In anſwering this, it muſt Leallowed, 
that where Mercury meets with Obftruc- 
tions it will act vigorouſly, and over- 
come; but where it meets with none it 
paſſes peaceably, Oppoſition only making 
the Contraſt: We will ſuppoſe then ſome 
Obſtructions in the very ſmall Veſſels of 
the Brain; will not Death enfue unleſs 
they be removed ? And what ſo proper 
: V as 


(2s ] 
as Mercury for this purpoſe ? Its vigo- 
rous Action may be there of ſervice; if 
it meets no Impediment it paſſes thro? 
| theſe Veſlels eaſier than the other Juices ; 
| where then remains any Foundation for 
the Fears he would-:raiſe ? © 
In this Quotation, partly taken from 
- two Paragraphs at the diſtance of fome 
Pages one from the other, we ſee the very 
greateſt Cure that ever was performed, 
ſuch as the whole Hiſtory of Phyſick 
cannot match, at : firſt lightly couched; 
and afterwards explained away to a 

meer Chance, with a terrible Caveat an- 
nexed to it for all in the like Circumſtan- 
| ces to avoid ſuch raſhneſs. But even ſup- 


tributed to an Idiohyncrais; where is tge 
Man under that diſorder, ho would JS. 


not try the Chance of his being in the 
like Eſtate? As I may not have occaſion 
to mention the Gentleman at Epſom any 
more, I here tell the Author that he is 

of a very thin Habit, and was Scorbu- 
tick; which are two Caſes wherein 1 
think he or ſome of his antiquated learn- 
ed Predeceſſors lay ſuch ſtrict Injuncti- 
ons againſt uſing Mercury; and that he 
bas, as I am credibly informed, pretty, 
cloſely purſued the Uſe of it for two 
Years, and ftill continues it. 

b | He 


1 


He quotes ſeveral Inſtances of violent 


bad Effects from the uſe of Mercury, 
Which being interſperſed with the Ac- 
counts he gives of Salivations, makes me 
imagine theſe Miſchiefs were owing to 
prepared Mercu ry, or crude conveyed 
into the Body by the Pores in Unction; 
if ſo, he might have ſwelled his Book 
to a Folio with Quotations of that kind, 
without giving any Apprehenſion to the 
Gorgers of it, as he is ' pleaſed; ſome 
Where to term them: Mercury blunted 
by Fire may lodge, but when diſſolved 
into a Vapour or its minima, will as 
certainly find its way out of the Body, 
as it found its way in, when conveyed 
thither by the natural Channel, and not 
in oppoſition to the Current. 

He gives next an ingenious anatomi- 
cal Account of the Situation of the In- 
teſtines, and of the Periſtaltick Motion; 
and would thence, and from a Conſidera- 
tion of the Weight of Mercury, make 
ſuch who have poured it down into their 
Guts to tremble: Experiment, he ſays, 
and nothing elſe, teaches us that a thing 


Z ſo ſlippery and heavy can paſs thro' thoſe 


Windings; and pray what more is neceſ- 
fary? The Iliac Paſſion is the Periſtaltick 
Motion inverted, and has not Mercury 
oo for many Ages: the confeſſed Re- 
medy? 


(+48) 


\medy 3 I ſuppoſe it | will not be nid, 


that its Weight only recommends it in 


this Caſe, but rather ſome intrinſical 
good Quality in it for that purpoſe, 


which no one can explain, but every one 
finds to be true in Fact. And as for His 
Apprehenſion of its lodging in the blind 


Gut, which has but one Orifice, ald 


there contracting a corroſive Quality, and 
in the end bringing on a miferable 


Death; Providence, I dare ſay, has ſo 


diſpoſed that Bag, as not to admit of any 

thing it ought, and cannot diſcharge 4- 
gain; otherwiſe the fame Obje&ign 
might lie againſt ſwallowing ſome com- 
- pounded Medicines, which, if lodged in 
ſo warm a place, would, I believe, make 
a fad Fermentation. However, to eaſe his 

Fears, it will not be improper here to 


inſert a Caſe, which may poſſibly be to 


the purpoſe : A certain Lady fome Years 
ago had a pound of crude Mercury given 


her for the Hiac Paſſion at two Doſes, - 


eight Ounces each; one of the eight 
Ounces paſſed regularly, and cured Her; 
the other Doſe was loſt for a long time, 


and did not find its way out of chefe 


dark Mazes till about fix Months from 


the firſt taking it, when ſhe found ſome- 


thing go from her in a viſiting Room, 
and upon rifing it appeared to be the 
EE. 5 13 -- 
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Mercury, which had continu'd all that 
time a very quiet Inhabitant, without 
giving her any ſort of Pain. I have 
heard this Story well atteſted ſome time 
ago; and upon Reading this Treatiſe, in 
my own Mind I allotted it this ſame 
blind Gut for its ſo long abode; by this 
Inſtance we may ſee it is no a 
within us, at leaſt in the Bowels. 

The Author, in conſidering the Caſes 
cnc. Dr. Dover recommends the uſe 
of Mercury, mentions again the Aſthma, 
and ſays, that among other Cauſes it is 
ſometimes owing to Polypus's and 
Schirrhus s, which when formed, Mer- 
cury would be hurtful to them, and en- 
- danger total Deſtruction. 

For an Anſwer to this, I muſt ae 
him to the ingenious T reatiſe on Mer- 

cury by Belloſte, who makes it a great 
Remedy for Polypus's and Schirrhus's; 
Succeſs muſt determine who is in the 
right, which ſeems to give it for Be/lofte, 
ſundry ſorts of Aſthmas having oo 
| cured or greatly eaſed. At Page 43, 1 
remarking upon Mercury being recom- 
mended in a Conſumption, be appeals | 
again to Miners and Gilders to refute 


the Doctor's ipſe dixit; pray why muſt. 


Miners and Gilders be ſo often appealedto? 


All Miners, OR under Ground and 
| | deprived 
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deprived of Air in its natural State, muſt 

ſuffer, and their Sufferings will be more or 

leſs according to the different Damps and 

Steams of the Place: Many are known to 
be inſtantly fatal, and will extinguiſh 
the ſtrongeſt Light; and Gilders ſuffer by 
the Fumes of Mercury over Fire; as the 
Body has not Heat enough to ſublime is 
all Examples from them are quite out of 
the Caſe. ; * 

The Doctor recommends it likewiſe 
for the Stone, uſing theſe very Words, I 
have known this do Wonders: Upon which. 
the Author ſays, tis hard to account for 
it, and till he knows it paſſes by Urine he 
ſhall remain in ſuſpence: Were the 
Doctor to reply to this, he might proba- 
- bly ſay, that he knows-'tis hard and very 
hard to account for Wonders; he would. 
leave that Task to his Friends Talent at. 
making Ratzonales; and content himſelf 
with Numbers, of Facts to ſupport his 
Aſſertion; and if nothing will convince - 
him bur Demonſtration of the manner of 
Mercury's working theſe Wonders, he 
muſt live and die in ſuſpence. 

The Doctor recommends an Ounce of | 
crude; Mercury, in all Complaints of the 
Stomach from Indigeſtion ; whereupon. 
Occaſion is taken to prefer Pebbles to it 
as a Scourer, and if taken as an Abſor- 

„ bent 


ſpwer the Purpoſe much better, and 
with leſs Riſque: He gives the preference 


ey 


bent, Crabs Eyes, it is ſaid, will an- 


to Pebbles from their Shape, but ſurely 
Mercury, by its dividing its ſelf into 
numberleſs parts when in Motion, com- 


penſates for its Rotundity; let him try 


the Experiment of putting ſuch Peb- 


bles, and ſuch a Number of them as are 


uſually ſwallowed into a foul Bottle, and 


a. handful of round Shot into another, 


and fee which will be moſt effectually, 


and ſooneſt cleanſed from its Filth ; and 
as for Powder of Crabs Eyes, it will in- 
deed anſwer all the Purpoſes of the A- 


pathecary much. better than Mercury; 


The Coſt to them being ſo ſmall as to 
render the Profits of a Bill paid very 
great, and the Loſs of a bad Debt very 
trifling. | Eu, 1 
- He calls the Doctor to account for his 
Aſſertion, that Quickſilver never did any 


harm, becauſe it always retains a globular 


Form; and ſays he has endeavoured to 
prove, that it doth not always retain ſuch 


a Form in the Body, and that it muſt 
neceſſarily (that is to ſay, abſolutely 


without ever one Exception) in circula- 
ting attract Spicula, which will ſome- 


times prove detrimental, and therefore 


begs leave to ſay, that he thinks this 


Aſſertion 


94 
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Aſſertion confuted by Reaſon and Expe- 
trience: In anſwer to which I muſt tell 
him, this is begging the Queſtion ; for 
endeavouring to prove is not always at- 
tended with Succeſs, nor can I believe 
he has proved that Quickſilver ſwallow- 
ed ever 1 its globular Form in the 
Body, or that it muſt neceſſarily attract 
Spicula; and if he will do it to ſatis- 
faction, he muſt tell us when, or in 
what part of their Paſſage theſe Glo- 
bules or little Balls ſo armed like Che- 
vaux de Friſe loſe their Spikes; for its 
apparently true, that it comes from the 
Body after having paſſed the Trial of the 
Juices in the Stomach round, and poliſh= 
ed brighter than when firſt admitted; 
"till this is done the grand Aſſertion is 
not confuted : At preſent it ſtands in diſ- 
pute between Authors, and when alf 
will conſent to one Rationale hereon, is 
not to be known. In Page , he quotes 
* Eeuenhock and Cheyne, of oppoſite Opi- 
nions in this Point. 3 
He concludes this part of his Work, 
with telling us that all the Doctors agree 
that Mercury hardly procures any vifible 
Advantage but in Aſthmas only: Have 
they had no Opportunity of knowing, 
that beat in a Mortar it has cured the 
moſt inveterate Poxes without Salivation, 
ee or 
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or any other Inconveniency, and the hi cheſt 
of all nervous Complaints, an Epilepſy. 
They may undoubtedly have their Rea- 
ſons for this Unanimity and Harmony of 
Opinions: The Author however might, 
to my Knowledge, have excepted one, 
from this harmonious Conſort, who is 
too conſiderable to be unknown to an 
of the Faculty; whoſe Skill and Inte- 
grity is ſuch, as not to be deceived him- 
ſelf nor capable of deceiving others; 
| Whoſe far extended and ſucceſsful Prac- 
_ tice has given him many Occaſions to 
admire the wonderful good Effects of 
crude Mercury ; and whoſe Humanity is 
ſo conſpicuous in his Attendance and Care, 
that whenever he has a_new Patient, he 
s ſure to make a new and a faſt F riend: 
I could wiſh that every particular Gen- 
tleman of the Faculty would ſecretly ap- 
- propriate this Character to himſelf ; that 
1 may thereby make a Compenſation 
to every one ſeparately, for the Freedoms 
I have thus in diſguiſe taken with them 
all collectively: If this be not my good 
Fortune, I muſt fly to the cuſtomary Re- 
fuge of Anonymous Writers, and remind 
them that what is ſaid to every Body is. 
aimed at no particular, and, what is aid. 
by an unknown, muſt be eſteem d as 
1 from no Body. 5 
After 


1 4 


Aber this Digreſſion I come to ob- 


ce that by the firſt quoted Caſe the 
ſmall Favours allowed to Mercury 
| in Aſthmatics are endeavoured to be re- 


called, and a very great Wonder indeed 


ſubſtituted in the ey of an Aſthma 
converted into another Species. 
How various are the Symptoms in 


chat Diſtemper? Common Obſervations 


of moſt Patients ſhew them, that diffe- 


rent Accidents, Seaſons of the Vear or of 


Age, or ſudden Alterations i in the Air ſhall 
differently affect them: Had the Gentle- 
woman longer perſiſted in the Regimen, 


ſhe might have found this laſt Complaint 


go after the firſt, or have been greatly 


caſed in it. Mr. More of Epſom, if I am 


'rightly informed, took it nine Weeks be- 
fore he perceived any ſenſible Alteration; 
had he been timorous, which he might 


an have been, if ſuch a Treatiſe 


had come to his Peruſal, what an Hap- 
pineſs muſt he have miſled; and the 


Publick its ſhare in it from ſo remarkable 


an Example? 


In anſwer to the Knight's Caſe, 1 


would have it obſerved how natural it 
is ro Patients to be vainly vexing them- 
ſelves in Gueſſes where to impute the 
es o the preſent Malady; and how 


calily | 


[24] „ 
cafily Minds weakned by Sickneſs may 
be brought to believe what an artfol 
Doctor may at ſuch times inſtill into 
them: This certain Knight may poſſibly 


| have been ſo aſſiſted; he muſt know that 


_ 


he was ill, but it follows not that either 
he or his Phyſician imputed it to the 
true Cauſe. The I am no Doctor, in 
Anſwer to the Caſes of the two Blood- 
Spitters and the Bloody Flux, I muſt act 
2 little in their Character, and make ſome 
Gueſſes; may it not be ſuppos d that the 
Cauſes of theſe Maladies lay latent pre- 


: vious to their taking of Mercury, and 


that a little time more or the ſame might 
have brought on the ſame fatal Effects, 
tho that had been omitted? The extreme 
Weakneſs of the Veſiels ſhew'd they were 
not in a State for any long Duration. 
Woeful Experience ſhews us how often 
the Skill of the moſt eminent Phyſicians 


is baffled, with the Affiſtance of all the 


Materia Medica; even Mercury will not 
render us immortal: The fame eminent 
Doctor knows that he muſt at times a- 


bandon many other Patients, and himſelf 


too to Fate. C 

He ſays, a Gentleman at Bath, para- 
lytic in both his Arms, found great Be- 
nefit from his Phyſicians Advice, and the 
. 1 Waters; 


S 2. Fa} 3 
Waters; but it ſeems not fo great as ta 
N . — himſelf well; therefore he took 
ercury, and relapſed ; from whence he 

. Infersancvident Proof, how prejudicial it 
is to the Nerves., 1 
In Anſwer to this it may be ſald, chat . 
725 Diſorders like others (for ought 
know to the contrary) may have tempo- 

rary Abatements, which may have been 
Bis Caſe, and that had he continued the 
Uſe of Mercury, tho at firſt he grew. 
worſe, he might have had a Cure; and 

| what ſupports this way of reaſoning, is 
a. late remarkable Inſtance of a Gentle- 
man being ſince cured by this Method, 
who was paralytic in both his Arms, and. 
both his Legs: He did this not without 
the Doctor's Knowledge, but againſt his 
declared Opinion and ſevere. Sentence. 
This is the Gentleman I mentioned to- 
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than els to e a = 
ſuppos'd Poſſibilities? _ _ 
Ihe next we hear of is a Gentleman,” 
who after the Uſe of Mercury, and after 
Having left it off . time, and under 


| f 26 ] 
Afffiction for the Loſs of a Relation, loſt 
his Senſes; and had it not been ſeriouſly | 
imputed to Mercu , and fu ed by 
his Th 1 ſhould. have cold him in 
Anſwer, at it is very poſſible ſome Bo- 
dy. who has taken Mercury may hereaf- 
ter break his Neck, with a Promiſe when 
it ſhould happen, I would ſend the Caſe 
to this Publiſher. Can any Mar think, 
that by taking Mercury he ſecures fl. 
ſelf from all future Evils Mankind is lia- 
ble to? It ſeems by his Theory fome Par- 
_ ficlesof the Mercury might remain lodg d 
m thoſe Parts ſubſervient to the rational 
Faculties: ; his Theory muſt be very con- 
tradictory to the univerſally allowed Cha- 
racter of crude Mercury, Which is the 
greateſt Remover of ObfiruRtions, and the 
ceeaſieſt ro paſs of all Fluids. I doubt not 
the Fact, that the Perſon took erude Mer- 
cury, and thar he loſt his Senſes. 1 can 
ZU him, in Anſwer, other Facts as true, 
that hundreds have been ill of many Sorts 
of Piſtempers, and have been recover d 
in the Hands of their Phyſicians, and have 
ſome time afterwards gone mad: Would 
it be fair to charge ſo ſad a Cataſtrophe 
—_ the preſcrib'd Remedies in their late 
eſſes? Or is it right in the preſent me- 


: lancholy Inſtance to raiſe ſuch Terrors in 
| | his 
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his Aid? Shall a bare Poſbiliry of being 
choaked baniſh Pills from Uſe, or keep 
us to Liquids only for Nouriſhment? And 
hall a bare Poſſibility of imagin d Evils, 
thro' Impotency of Spirit, deprive us ok 
that Manus Dei kindly extended to eur 
V 

T The next is the Caſe of two Mercury-- 
Takers dying of Apoplexies; the Virtue 
of Mercury ſtands confeſſed in having 
cur'd the Gentleman in Eſex of an Aſth- 

ma; that it occafion'd the Apoplexy is 

very hard to fay. 5 
Ho very tedious is it to follow thro 
all theſe Caſes that Point only one Way 9 
ug. that whatever Diſtemper any one of 
theſe raſh Gorgers dies of, muſt be im- 


% 


pare to Mercury. One general Anſwer 
ould ſuffice for all, where nothing very 
articular occurs; as for Inſtance, ſome 
ody near Stocks-Market took Mercury, 
and died of an Apoplexy : Anſwer, ſome 
body took Mercury, and was afterwards 
for ſome Crime hang' d. It will conclude 
in both Caſes alike; the Mercury was in- 
ahn d GEE 
Mercury gains Honour again in the 
Caſe of the Gentleman in T ooly-Street z 
how happy would the Author be if every 
one were as he” as this Lo aa 
2" LA. 
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Patient ? His Legs broke out, and he was 
terrify d: And I dare fay, as his Doctor 
and Apothecary have got him by the 
Legs, they will take effectual care that he 
ſhall never more ramble from them. | 
The laſt is a Gentleman of Cook's-Court, 
who took Mercury for an Aſthma, and 
died after of a violent Fever, which his 
Friends; and among 'them doubtleſs his 
Doctor and Apothecary, unanimouſly im- 
pute to this Practice: Suppoſe this Gen- 
tleman had miſerably periſh'd ' in the 
Flames of a burning Houſe, it might 
more juſtly have been charg'd to his im- 
prudent Practice than the fatal Fever; for 
Pad he not taken that Remedy, in all 
Probability, unable to have got up Stairs, 
he might have been ſitting in a great 
Chair, in a Ground Room, and from that 
Situation have been eafily' removed; 
whereas by imprudently taking Mercury, 
he was, up two Pair of Stairs, ſtretch'd 
out in Bed, faſt ſleeping, and there for 
want of timely Notice met his Fate. 
Having gone thro' the Caſes, I will 
give the Author a Hint how in his next 
Treatiſe he may more expeditiouſly exe- 
cute his Deſign againſt Mercury; let him 
deal with the Company of Pariſh Clerks, 
and prevail upon them to leave out of 
VVVVVVʒuͤ a wah | their 
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5 their Bills of Mortality the Article of Con- | 
vulſions which runs very high, and often 


includes another Diſtemper vulgarly call d 


= Doctor, and ſubſtitute in its place 


8 To attain this Point, he needs 
only gain an Intimacy with People'of one 
ſage higher in Life than thoſe with whom 
he acknowledges to have one, in Page 40. 


(The Nurſes and Grave-Diggers); for 
there he affirms to have gain d ſome ma- 


terial Knowledge, and its being the only 


Place where he uſes an Affirmation, it is 


but natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe People 
themſelves told him their Minds, _ 
Io conclude a little more ſeriouſly, let 
it be conſider d how unfair a Proceeding 
it is to quote old Authors Opinions of 


what they ſo little practiced, and who in 


many other Inſtances are by the preſent 


learned and more experienced Age diſa- 


vow'd; to draw Concluſions from dil- 


puted Premiſes, and right or wrong im- 


pute in all Caſes the unavoidable Fate of 
all ſuch who take Mercury to that Regi- 
men: In a few Years to what an enor- 
mous Number muſt ſuch Caſes amount? 


Imagine ten thouſand People daily taking 


it; of them how many may reaſonably be 


ſuppos'd to be in Caſes really incurable? 


How many upon the very Point of Death, 
, 225 5 | the 
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the Concluſion af ſome old 
the Condlbn of r Erle 


and died very ſoon. T tp, Ge was the 
Perſon's ſhort breathing was owing to 3 
Colloction of Water in the Breaſt; which 
being juſt then fill d, Death would as cer- 
tainly have. happen d at the ſame time 
without the n which no more 
was the Occaſion of it, than any thing 
elſe that was given a Year before. How 
many again are taking it improperly, 
while guided by their own Fancies and 
Hopes only, for. want of their Doctor's 
Aſſiſtance, * obſtinately perſiſt in de- 
crying it: The World, which is but too 
cenſorious, will impute this their Pro- 
ceeding to Purpaſes they will not care to 
own. Let them chereforę take it into 
Practice, and hen it is there guided by 
their Skill and Judgement, from pr 
Experiments made with due Remarks, 
what an inconceiyable 8 may be 
render d to mankind? And how much 
more extenſive. than in its preſent Situa- 
tion under a Conteſt and weighty Oppo- 
fition ; if that once ceaſes, the natural 
Fears of Mankind will ſend them faſt e- 
| nough to their Phyſicians; for who that 
is able will enter into ſuch a Regimen 


en che beſt n where 1 it is 1 * 
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| had; but where it is deny'd, Reaſon muſt 
and will act in the Place of the Doctor; 
and make unhappy Chronics find by Ex- 
perience among 1 in their va- 
rious Caſes, that all the good Qualities 
ef Mercury are not yet ſufficiently: diſco- 
"rd . ; 
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